
My final art work at Oxbow was heavily influenced by my research into
psychogeography, which describes the effect of an environment on the emotions and
behavior of its inhabitants, as well as research into early highway planning committees
in the USA and how destructive and ignorant their policies were. Personal experience
directly shaped my work, as I explored my relationship with public transit in contrast
to my relationship with highways and how the two contrasted so heavily. Artists that
heavily inspired my work were Guy Debord and Asger Jorn, whose work both dealt
with mapping spaces through feel during the situationist movement in late 1950s
France. Sarah Sze was another artist whose work influenced my final, specifically her
work Blueprint for a Landscape, which focused on what a subway stop represented to the
different people passing through.

I had never worked on something as large as this, so the hardest part of the process
was starting to put material on the board. To break down the barrier I felt when
looking at it I played a bunch of tic tac toe games with my friends on the corner and
very haphazardly slapped paint down to start to fill the space. I wanted this piece to
convey my feelings on the stark differences in intimacy and sense of community
between public transit and car transportation, public transit being a very interactive
community based mode of transportation and highways being separated and isolated
from any connection between individuals. In turn, I'd like it if this piece inspired
people to reevaluate their relationship with transportation and explore their
environments from a more emotionally driven perspective.
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